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BATTALION CHIEF KING: Today's date is 
December 10th, 2001. The time is 1815 hours and this 
is Battalion Chief Stephen King, Safety Battalion, 
FDNY. I am conducting an interview with Firefighter 
David Kelnhofer from Engine 221, control man on 
September 11th, 2001. This interview is regarding the 
events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Okay, Dave. You can start whenever you 
want. 

A. Basically, we came to work that morning. 
Everything was normal. We saw on the TV that the first 
tower was hit. We normally go into Manhattan, so we 
started to get ready, figuring that we were going to 
get sent there. Then we saw the second plane had hit, 
and right after we saw that on the TV, we got the 
ticket over the computer to go to Manhattan. So we 
grabbed our stuff. Pauley Warhola, who was getting off 
the night before, had jumped on our rig as an extra 
man, as a fifth man. 

We went down. We were told to go over the 
Manhattan Bridge. We went over the Manhattan Bridge. 
We ended up parking the rig on Broadway close to Dey 
Street, I believe, looking at the map here, and we left 


the rig with the chauffeur there. Then we walked down 
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Dey Street, I believe, or Fulton, down Vesey. We were 
told to report to the command center by the World 
Financial Center on the opposite side of the Trade 
Center. We walked completely around and ended up right 
by the World Financial Center, I believe it was the 
first one, right in front of the north tower. 

We stopped there. We took our gear off to 
take a break while the captain went up to get an 
assignment from the command post. He went up to the 
command post, got an assignment, came back. We were 
supposed to go into the south tower, I believe. Just 
as we started to put our gear back on, the first tower 
collapsed. 

We ran down the loading ramp of the building, 
through the loading ramp, up the opposite side of the 
building, up the stairway. We tried to get out the 
stairway in the rear of the building. We were trapped 
there for a while and then finally it cleared a little 
bit. We made our way out of the building, across the 
courtyard and down towards the piers, through the 
marina and down towards the piers. 

Okay. Here is the building here, yes, the 
second World Financial Center. That's the building 


there. We made it through there. We ended up on the 
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piers with a group of, I guess, like 100 firemen. We 
stopped there for a minute. Then we regrouped. We got 
all our men together because we were separated a little 
bit. 

We started to make our way back down to the 
basement to recover some gear. We figured we'd go help 
in the rescue operation. Before we could do that, the 
second building came down. We ended up going back 
towards the pier, towards the water. We stood there 
for a little while, regrouped again. 

We left there, went back to the building, 
made our way into that basement with a search rope, 
recovered our gear, came back out, and then we were 
told to go on West Street to the new command post. We 
stood at West Street for a while for another 
assignment. That's basically it. 

Q. You didn't really see any guys, individuals 
you remember who might be missing? 

A. No, nothing like that. We went in front of 
the command post that everybody got killed at, but we 
were waiting. The captain went up to the command post 
to get the assignment. We kind of waited in the back. 
So I really didn't see anybody actually at the command 


post. We were on the other side of the street. 
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We had picked another guy up. I don't know 
whether he was lost or came in on his own. I don't 
remember his name. He stayed with us most of the time, 
until the collapse, he went to the pier, and then he 
ended up regrouping with somebody else, I don't know 
whether his own company or what. 

Q. Do you know his company? 

A. No. I'm not sure. 

Q. Sounds like a guy I talked to the other night 

from either 211 or 119. 

A. No. I would have remembered that. It 
definitely wasn't a company around the battalion here 
because I would have remembered that. But he was kind 
of lost, so he hooked up with us. The captain said 
"follow me" just so at least someone had a record of 
him being with somebody. The captain probably would 
remember. But after the first one collapsed and we ran 
through the building, we kind of lost him. 

Q. Okay. 

A. That's about it. We ended up staying at West 
Street for a while. They didn't have an assignment for 
us, So we worked our way back to Broadway. We found 
our rig. We didn't find our chauffeur. We found out 


later the chauffeur was hurt in the collapse, that he 
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was taken in an ambulance. So we had gotten back on 
our rig and we ended up doing a four-pumper relay. 

Q. Who was your chauffeur? 

A. Warren Monroe. He was hurt. He'll be out on 
three-quarters. He's still in therapy. 

We ended up getting our pumper back, getting 
it operational, and we were doing a four-pumper relay 
to a tower ladder and a hand line into the Trade 
Center. They were doing a rescue operation and a tower 
ladder operation. So we were working both of those. I 
was working I think it was Squad 44 rig. I'm pretty 
sure that's what it was. I was working that rig. One 
of our chauffeurs that came afterwards took our rig, 
and then there were two other pumpers, 290 and somebody 
else down the road. Because the hydrants were so far 
away, we had four pumpers feeding the tower ladder and 
the rescue hand line. 

We stayed there until about 8:00, 9:00 
o'clock in the morning, and then we worked our way back 
to the firehouse. That's about it. 

BATTALION CHIEF KING: All right, Dave. 

Thank you. The time is 1821 hours and this interview 


is concluded. 


